Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 150 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.028; wR factor = 0.063; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.7.
In the title tris(pyrazolyl)borate (Tp Ph2 ) complex, [NiBr(C 45 H 34 BN 6 )], the Ni, Br and B atoms lie on a crystallographic threefold axis and a distorted NiN 3 Br tetrahedral geometry arises for the metal ion. In the crystal, C-HÁ Á Á(C C) and C-HÁ Á Á interactions help to establish the polar crystal packing. 
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Crystal data [NiBr(C 45 Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ y þ 1; Àx þ 1; z.
Table 2
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Desrochers et al., 2003 (Desrochers et al., , 2006 Kunrath et al., 2003; Uehara et al., 2002) . Rare examples which do contain a C 3 axis include [Tp Ph2 NiCl] and [Tp Ph2 Ni(OAc)] despite the later being formally five-coordinate (Guo et al., 1998; Harding et al., 2007) . In the following paper we report a further example namely, the title compound, [Tp NiBr] molecules point in the same direction and the phenyl rings adopt a propeller configuration.
Experimental
NiBr 2 .2H 2 O (34 mg, 0.14 mmol) was dissolved in THF (5 ml) giving a green solution and then stirred for 5 min. KTp Ph2 (95 mg, 0.15 mmol) was dissolved in THF (5 ml) giving a pale yellow solution. Addition of the KTp Ph2 solution to the Ni solution resulted in a colour change to a red-pink solution. The solution was stirred for 16 hrs. The solution was reduced to dryness, redissolved in fresh THF (2 ml) and filtered through celite. The purple-pink solution was layered with hexanes (10 ml). After two days purple-pink blocks of (I) appeared. These were washed with EtOH (3 x 3 ml) and hexanes (2 Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. [Symmetry codes: 
